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Transportation and Communication 
Ocean Trade and Shipping. By Douglas Owen. (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 1914. Pp. ix, 277. 10s. 6d.) 

Mr. Owen is a barrister, a lecturer in the Royal Naval War 
College and in the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. All of this helps explain the book which he calls a 
"somewhat courageous undertaking!" 

It is an attempt to make clear the more important things in 
the large field covered by the comprehensive title "trade and ship- 
ping." Mr. Owen has evidently been trying to familiarize two 
quite different types of young men with this large field, namely, 
the prospective ship-owners or export traders, and the prospective 
naval officers, who, theoretically at least, will have to deal with 
captures and prize courts, neutrals, belligerents, and contraband. 
Mr. Owen is well fitted for this task, for besides having the quali- 
fications above mentioned, he is the author of a book on ports, and 
he represented the British government at a conference at Johan- 
nesburg in 1904 when an attempt was made to settle a bitter dis- 
pute between traders and ship-owners arising out of a rate war 
and the rebate system. 

The book seems to be well done, and is, I believe, the first at- 
tempt to bring the elements of the whole field into one volume. 
The range of material covered is enormous, from dock manage- 
ment to general average, invoice, and the insurance of war risks. 
It is the first book to which one should turn to find out about 
some point on ocean traffic. 

As Mr. Owen divides it, there are five chapters: International 
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Trade (32 pp.) ; Ships, Ownership and Registration (79 pp.) ; 
Lloyd's (59 pp.) ; The Export of Merchandise (41 pp.) ; Merchan- 
dise and Ships' Papers in War (44 pp.). If chapters are used to 
divide subjects, there should be 71, one for each of the subheads, 
and the present chapters should be parts or books. Thus, the 
chapter on International Trade has two pages on ports and 
their income, three on barge canals, four on navigable channels 
and the tides, and five on port systems, telling the salient things 
about closed docks, open docks, and open quays. The chapter on 
ships tells of the various kinds of tons, the load line, liners, tramps, 
and freight rates. The six-page discussion of rate agreements 
and rebates is most excellent. 

In the discussion of competition, the author contrasts the dif- 
fering dispositions of Englishman and German as shown in their 
shipping enterprises. The individualistic Englishman still has 
70 per cent of his shipping of the tramp or individualist class, 
while the collectivist German has fared so ill at this business that 
it is at a standstill with him. The German is further contrasted 
by an account of his omnibus companies, like the Hamburg-Ameri- 
can, which operates many lines and cooperates with other big 
companies to maintain a fighting fleet to deal deadly competition 
to all "outsiders." 

J. Russell Smith. 
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